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gpTRAC Summary of Statewide Executive Orders Impacting Telehealth
Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin


	PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY (PHE) STATUS

	National PHE
	resigned 1/16/21, expires ~April 16, 2022 

	Iowa
	NO
(Iowa maintains an active executive order, but telehealth-related provisions expired 11/14/21)

	Minnesota
	NO
(expired 7/1/21)

	Nebraska
	NO
(expired 6/30/21)

	North Dakota
	NO
(expired 4/30/21)

	South Dakota
	NO
(expired 6/30/21)

	Wisconsin
	NO
(struck down by WI supreme court May 2021)






	Statewide executive orders rescinded

	STATE
	ORDER
	DETAILS
	DATE RESCINDED / EXECUTIVE ORDER THAT CAUSED RESCISSION 

	Iowa
	public health disaster proclamation signed 6/25/21
	Telehealth flexibilities: audio-only telehealth included in definition, payment parity, remove restrictions/preconditions on telehealth provisions, face-to-face requirements for different specialties are suspended, telehealth requirements for SUD treatment programs are suspended

Licensing flexibilities: Licensing renewal requirements suspended, emergency licensure provisions, medical and nursing providers with licenses that have lapsed within the past 5 years may continue to practice to assist with the public health emergency, CME requirements temporarily suspended, intial licensure requirements eased, pharmacists from other states may practice in Iowa
	Provision in the proclamation to expire the telehealth section 6/30/21

	Minnesota
	EO 20-101
	MN Board of Behavioral Health and Therapy can confer licenses to those who completed practice hours via telehealth
	EO 21-21

	
	EO 20-94
	School districts and charter schools are strongly encouraged to ensure that students have access to mental health and telehealth services and supports on their schoolissued devices
	EO 21-21

	
	EO 20-28
	Authorizes out-of-state mental health care providers to render aid involving those skills in Minnesota by telehealth
	EO 21-21

	
	EO 20-46
	Authorizes out-of-state healthcare professionals to render aid in Minnesota during the peacetime emergency, OOS providers must be engaged with a MN health system
	EO 21-21

	
	EO 20-23
	allows for health-related licensing boards to suspend continuing edu requirements, extend license expiration dates, expidite licensure application processing; allow the Board of Nursing to extend expiration period for temporary permits
	EO 21-21

	
	EO 20-12
	The Commissioner of the Department of Human Services may temporarily waive or modify any provisions of Minnesota Statutes 2019 that govern requirements of in-person assessments, limits on use of telehealth, service delivery standards/locations/settings/staff ratios, etc
	Termination of the PHE

	Statewide executive orders rescinded, cont.

	STATE
	ORDER
	DETAILS
	DATE RESCINDED / EXECUTIVE ORDER THAT CAUSED RESCISSION 

	Nebraska
	20-10
	Temporary suspension of some licensure requirements: allowing out-of-state licensees to practice in NE (advanced practice nursing, emergency medical services, medicine and surgery, mental health practice, nursing, osteopathy, perfusion, pharmacy, psychology, respiratory care, and surgical assisting); allow former licensees to renew; defer continuing education requirements; expidite initial licensure; 
	Expired July 30, 2021
	

	
	20-12
	Requires the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to establish and publish guidance for health care providers regarding the use of telehealth by licensed practitioners and guidance for the payment of Medicaid services provided via telehealth
	Expired July 30, 2021
	

	
	20-37
	Provisional credentialing (for advanced practice nursing, alcohol and drug counseling, audiology, speechlanguage pathology, chiropractic, dentistry, dental hygiene, emergency medical
services, hearing instrument dispensing and fitting, massage therapy, medical nutrition therapy, medical radiography, medicine and surgery, mental health practice, nursing, nursing home administration, occupational therapy, osteopathy, perfusion, pharmacy, physical therapy, psychology, respiratory care, surgical assisting, social workers, or dialysis patient care technicians)
	Expired July 30, 2021
	

	North Dakota
	EO 2020-05.01
	Commercial insurer temporary policies, temporarily licensing requirements to ensure that out-of-state providers can practice in ND;
Restrictions on audio-only telehealth suspended;
"Secure connection" provision suspended;
Insurers must start or continue to provide covered services via telehealth for: office visits, PT/OT/ST plan evaluation, behavioral health/SUD treatment, diabetes education, nutritional counseling;
Insurers cannot subject telehealth to cost-sharing;
Insurers cannot impose specific telehealth technology requirements;
Relax HIPAA guidelines related to telehealth technologies;
	EO 2021-09

	South Dakota
	EO 2020-07
	Temporarily suspend regulations limiting use of telemedicine;
Allow out-of-state licensees to practice in ND;
Telehealth may be used prior to establishing patient-provider relationship in-person
	Expiration of state of emergency (EO 2020-34)

	
	EO 2020-16
	Telehealth may be used without a prior provider-patient relationship;
Telehealth can be used to prescribe certain medications;
Audio-only telehealth can be used 
	Expiration of state of emergency (EO 2020-34)

	Wisconsin
	EO 16
	Allowing providers with out-of-state license to practice in WI
	WI supreme court decision striking down public health emergency declaration




	Other telehealth regulatory flexibilities (not executive orders) linked to public health emergency (PHE) orders

	STATE
	ITEM
	DETAILS
	EXPIRES
	STILL EFFECTIVE?

	Iowa
	all Iowa DHS extended regulations
	Telehealth flexibilities: newly eligible services (behavioral, teledentistry, PT, OT, ST), audio-only telehealth allowed, RPM, established patient requirement waived, providers can do telehealth from their homes, premiums/cost-sharing obligations suspended, expanded list of services and providers who can bill for them (including, but not limited to, physicians, physician assistants, dentists, physical therapists, occupational therapists, speech therapists, home health, hospice, behavioral health and home and community-based services (HCBS) providers), expanded teledentistry policy
	Expires at least 60 days after the STATEWIDE PHE expires
(1/13/22)
	YES

* The expanded telehealth services are in effect statewide through at least 60 days after the public health emergency declarations is lifted. The IME is reviewing the continuation of expanded telehealth services beyond that.

	Minnesota
	All MN DHS temporary guidance
	Allowing audio-only telehealth, ending limit of 3 visits/week, allowing the distant site (provider location) to be the provider’s home and the originating site (patient location) to be the patient’s home, newly eligible providers in SUD/mental health services, etc 
	Not specified
	YES

	
	Statutes CH 74, Sec 15
	An insurer cannot deny/limit reimbursement for telemedicine-delivered services;*
The definition of a “licensed health care provider” in Section 62A.671 (Minnesota Telemedicine Act) is expanded to include mental health practitioners** & respiratory therapists
	Upon ending of STATEWIDE PHE
	NO

* Minnesota legislation provides for reimbursement parity outside of peacetime emergencies

** mental health practitioners were included as eligible providers with Minnesota’s HF33, passed by the 92nd legislature  

	
	Article 2, Sec 30
	For SUD treatment, the requirement for examination prior to prescribing can be met by telemedicine; examination requirement prior to providing certain drugs can be met via telemedicine
	Expires 60 days after the end of the STATEWIDE PHE
(8/30/21)
	NO

	Other telehealth regulatory flexibilities (not executive orders) linked to public health emergency (PHE) orders, cont.

	STATE
	ITEM
	DETAILS
	EXPIRES
	STILL EFFECTIVE?

	Nebraska
	Exceptions to NE telehealth act
	Health care providers are not required to obtain a patient’s signature on a written agreement prior to providing telehealth services;
Insurance claims for telehealth will not be denied solely on the basis of lack of a signed written statement.
	Expires with the end of the STATEWIDE PHE
	NO

	North Dakota
	ND Medicaid temporary policies 
	Telephone services & therapy provided in a group setting; 
telehealth services can be audio-only;
reimbursement/coding guidelines for FQHCs/RHCs
	expires with the end of the NATIONAL PHE
	YES

	
	ND Medicaid temporary policies
	screenings for the “Right Track” program within the Developmental Disabilities Division can be done via phone or secure videoconferencing
	expires with the end of the NATIONAL PHE
	

	
	ND Medicaid temporary teledentistry policy
	No penalties for using non HIPAA-compliant technology;
COVERED SERVICES: Patient contact with dentist who provides the problem focused evaluation using audio and visual means;
NON-COVERED SERVICES: screening code D0190, dental case management (D9992), examinations via email (not audio/visual), patient contact with dentist via audio only, virtual check-in
	expires with the end of the NATIONAL PHE
	

	South Dakota
	SD Medicaid temporary policies
	New services eligible for telemedicine (telephonic e&m, teledentistry, RPM, applied behavior analysis);
Newly eligible distant site providers (audiology, OT, optometry, PT);
No penalty for using non-HIPAA compliant tech;
Audio-only services for MH/SUD allowed for FQHCs/RHCs;
New codes for telehealth services
	when the statewide PHE ends (implied)
	NO





	Other:
Temporary policies from Wisconsin's Medicaid program, ForwardHealth, will end (and permanent policies begin) on the first day of the month following the end of the federal PHE 

	
	

	ITEM
	DETAILS
	

	Alert 002
	Allows remote supervision for personal care services by registered nurses and provides timesheet guidance.
	

	Alert 005
	Allows real‐time telephonic communication in lieu of face‐to‐face daily dosing contact by registered nurses or licensed practical nurses working in an opioid treatment program clinic. 
	

	Alert 009
	Suspends face-to-face visit requirement for initial prescription of durable medical equipment or disposable medical supplies. 
	

	Alert 013
	ForwardHealth will reimburse therapy providers supplying services as part of the Birth to 3 Program at an enhanced rate when occupational, physical, and or/speech therapy is performed using telehealth, the member is located in their natural environment and the modifier TL is included on the claims form. 
	

	Alert 017
	Dental providers who can provide services via telehealth during the public health emergency that are functionally equivalent to the face-to-face service should review ForwardHealth Update 2020-15 for billing guidance. ForwardHealth does not follow American Dental Association guidance for billing procedure codes D9995 and D9996. For orthodontic services, providers may request a prior authorization amendment to extend the treatment plan timeframe. 
	

	FH update 2020-12
	allows use of audio-only telehealth;
no penalties for non-HIPAA-compliant tech;
temporarily allowable services - comprehensive community services, community support programs, community recovery services, behavioral treatment, targeted case management, mental health screenings
	

	FH update 2020-13
	Provides changes to clinical policy and prior authorization (PA), including allowing remote supervision, waiving requirements for face-to-face visits, and extending certain PA dates for an additional 90 days.
	

	FH update 2020-15
	Allows audio-only services (applies to all service areas & all enroleld providers)
	

	FH update 2020-36
	For specific provider types, ForwardHealth covers remote physiologic monitoring and medically necessary interprofessional consultations, also known as provider-to-provider consultations, where the primary care provider requests a consultation with a specialist without the need for the specialist to see the member. 
	









	Other:
In clarification of HB1465 and to align with CMS guidance, North Dakota has issued a bulletin to expand telehealth 

	BULLETIN
	DETAILS

	2021-1
	Insurers must start or continue to provide covered services via telehealth for: office visits, PT/OT/ST plan evaluation, behavioral health/SUD treatment, diabetes education, nutritional counseling

Insurance carriers must cover virtual check-ins and e-visits for established patients





	Other:
Temporary policies from Nebraska’s Medicaid program have not yet specified an end date

	PROVIDER BULLETIN
	DETAILS

	20-06
	Temporary coverage of audio-only evaluation & management services; new evaluation and management telehealth billing codes

	20-08
	New billing codes for teledentistry, oral evaluations, and telephone codes

	20-09
	New billing codes for PT/OT/Speech telehealth services - these services CANNOT be provided via audio-only telehealth

	20-10
	Billing codes for behavioral health telehealth services, including which services can be temporarily provided via audio-only telehealth
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